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League of United Latin American Citizens

Jllly 7, 2004

Michael K, Powell
Federal ConlJnullication~ Commission
445 12 'h Stred, SW
WaohillglOn. DC 20554

MB Docke! 1'\0, 04-207

Dear Chairman Powell:

As po] icy dir~~lOr of Th~ League of Un ilcd Lallll An,,,r;~an C,l;zCIlS, I am
extremely wllccrncJ about the "a Ia carte" cabk sy~tcm amended by
Congf(;Ssman N~tlwn Deal, I bel ic\'e tbi s system will reduce or eI im inatc H
plethora of programs tbat art aimed at minority gt'Oups, whi Ie concurrently
Lnnca~ing cost~ lor conSlirncrs "I' oatell ite o<:rviecs.

Today channels such as BLT, and LSPN Uepnl'1cs, a Spanish language sports
nctwor\;, panicipatc m a bundljng syslem wlndl allows these ehannelo 10 thrive
by placing them within clustcrs of poplilar channels, As n result. viewers wi II
have Ihc opportlLnity!(l leSI nCw eh'Hlndo. Moreover, this syotem docs not Ieavc
cbannels to sllrvivc ~olely on the ~ubscr;plloll fi:es they charge (0 e:lble
compame~.

Unfortunately. under the "a la carte" system. where viewers would pay separdlely
lor lOath channel. the bundling method would be eliminated enabling consumers
to disregard channels tbat they arc lInl;umhar with, As a result, minor ehmmcls.
,ucll as thosc viewcd by Latinos and African Americans. wilt Ix"{OCIllC
IlnSII~cqoflll bc~ausc Ihey wilt haw flO opportunity to build a large audience,

II' imptcrnc!lted, the "a ta carte" systcllI would hlock the abi Iity for cable
~Oll1pallleS 10 shar" variOIlS ~uh L1ral l(kw; and slyk, in their progranlTlllElg,
Con,;cqlLently. thc lTlillority representation on lckvision wilt be climmated or
strongly decrcased. I urge you to ~ollsider this new amcndment seriollsly because
I bel ievc it wi II hL1rl lhe fllture of our national television progml11ll1ing.

Gabriela Lemus
DireClor of Pol icy and Lesi~tatLO,I
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